Pacific Society of Anaesthetist – Annual Conference
 Program 2026
Leadership & Anaesthesia

Tanoa International Hotel – Rakiraki, Fiji

Monday 31/08/2026 – Leadership workshop
	Time
	Program
	Moderator

	0830-1000
	Opening prayer – Dr Akuila Waqanicakau
Traditional Welcome – Itaukei Males (IYKYK) & Dr Akuila Waqanicakau
Introduction of Chief Guest – Dr Sereima Bale
Chief Guest Remarks – Dr Chris Bowden
PSA President Remarks – Dr Eunice Onisimo
	Dr Meresiana Vugawai

	1000-1030
	Morning Team
	

	Session 1 - Leadership

	1030-1110
	Dr Amanda Baric
Cons Anaesthetist, Uni of Melbourne, Aust
	Dr Cecilia Bartly

	1110-1150
	Dr Justin Burke
Staff specialist, Alfred, Melbourne, Aust 
	

	1150-1230
	Dr Chris Bowden
Staff Specialist, Gold Coast Uni Hosp Aust
	

	1230-1300
	Lunch
	

	Session 2 – Research presentation

	1300-1325
	Dr Teraiman Kabong*
MMed 3 – Kiribati 
	Dr Karishma Naidu

	1325-1350
	Dr Esjae Sesega*
MMed 3 – Samoa
	

	1350-1415
	Dr Shristy Priyanka*
MMed 3 – CWMH, Fiji
	

	1415-1420
	Afternoon Tea
	

	Session 3 – Country Update

	1420-1500
	Papua New Guinea
	Dr Asela Namedra

	1500-1540
	Tonga
	

	1540-1620
	Kiribati
	

	1620-1630
	Day Summary 
PSA President – Dr Eunice Onisimo
	


*Topics at the end of weeks program



Tuesday 01/09/2026 – Hyperbaric Medicine Update
	Session 1

	0830-0930
	Overcoming challenges – Thailand Cave Rescue mission
Prof Simon Mitchell (Uni of Auckland, NZ)
	Dr Katarina Mocelekaleka

	0930-1000 
	Hyperbaric Services in Fiji
Dr Akuila Waqanicakau (CWMH, Fiji)
	

	1000-1030
	Morning tea
	

	Session 2

	1030-1110
	Important Diving & Hyperbaric papers from recent literature – an editor’s view.
Prof Simon Mitchell
	Dr Maurice Atalifo

	1110-1150
	Diving Industry & the significance of the Recompression Chamber
Mr. Simon Doughty (Volivoli Dive Resort)
	

	1150-1230
	Arterial Blood Gas in elite free divers – An adventure in applied physiology
Prof Simon Mitchell
	

	1230-1330
	Lunch
	

	Session 3

	1330-1630
	Excursion Volivoli Dive resort facilities
	Dr Akuila & Maurice





Wednesday 02/09/2026

	Session 1 – Indigenous Leadership

	0830-0910
	Community-centric & inclusive leadership
Prof Dianne Stephens
	Dr Adilagi Vedewaqa

	0910-0950
	Capacity Building & Advocacy
Dr Mara Vukevukeseru (Aspen, Lautoka, Fiji)
	

	0950-1030
	Resilient, Resource Constrained Strategic Planning
Dr Jocelyn Christopher (Labasa, Fiji)
	

	1030-1100
	Morning tea
	

	Session 2 – MMed presentation & Country Update

	1100-1125
	Dr Nitika Kumar*
MMed 3 – Lautoka, Fiji
	Dr Enele Tuima

	1125-1150
	Dr Allan Seniloli*
MMed 3 – Labasa, Fiji
	

	1150-1220
	Solomon Island
	

	1220-1250
	Samoa
	

	1250-1320
	Vanuatu
	

	1320-1400
	Lunch
	

	Session 3

	1400-1630
	PSA AGM
	PSA Executive Committee


*Topics at the end of weeks program





Thursday 03/09/2026

	Session 1 – Leadership 

	0830-0910
	Women, Anaesthesia & Leadership
Dr Suzi Nou (Staff Specialist, Vict, Aust)
	Dr Meresiana Vugawai

	0910-0950
	Psychology of the aspiring young leader
Dr Beth Hall (Uni Otago, NZ)
	

	0950-1030
	Emerging Leaders
Prof Simon Mitchell (Uni Auckland, NZ)
	

	1030-1100
	Morning tea
	

	Session 2 – Country Update

	1100-1130
	Tuvalu
	Dr Maika Seru

	1130-1200
	American Samoa
	

	1200-1230
	Lautoka
	

	1230-1300
	CWMH
	

	1300-1330
	Labasa
	

	1330-1430
	Lunch
	

	Session 3/4

	1430-1600
	Regional Anaesthesia Workshop 
“By the locals – for the locals”
(5 mins intro, 20mins each station & 5 mins conclusion)
· Upper Limb
· Lower Limb
· Thorax
· Abdomen
	Dr Emily & Dr Priyanka

	Summary & Closing by Dr Eunice






Friday 04/09/2026 
Brief on day’s activities 0830
Group Photo 0850
Planned Excursion, leadership & team bonding activities 0900 – 1500hrs
Conference Dinner 1830 – 2300hrs










MMed 3 Topic Presentation:
1. Dr Allan Seniloli
Intra-thecal morphine vs the existing analgesic regimen for Post-Caesarean Pain: A prospective observational study at Labasa Hospital

2. Dr Priyanka Shristy
Prevalence and outcomes of HIV infected patients in the ICU at CWM Hospital. A cross-sectional, observational, single center study.

3. Dr Teraiman Kabong
Study of the current pre-operative fasting practices among elective surgical patient at Tungaru Central Hospital in Tarawa, Kiribati.

4. Dr Esjae Sesega
Incidence of post-operative respiratory complications seen in obese patients in the Post Anaesthesia Recovery Unit in Samoa

5. Dr Nikita Kumar 
A survey of knowledge, attitude and practices related to the use of capnography for confirming endotracheal tube placement at Lautoka Hospital, Fiji.

